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Welcome to Orchard Valley Middle School! I am happy to share with you our latest student 
achievement data. A vibrant learning community comprised of approximately 600 students and 
90 staff, we are proud of our accomplishments, yet strive to improve our record of success. This 
report provides a method for tracking our school’s progress toward the attainment of the 
Common Core State Standards and New Jersey’s Core Curriculum Content Standards. At 
Orchard Valley Middle School, we have optimized our resources to meet the challenges of 
academic achievement, college and career readiness, and school growth in a myriad of ways.  

Our initiatives include the following: 

 Creating a partnership with Rowan University and other professional development 
providers to align our English Language Arts curriculum with the Common Core State 
Standards. 

 Revising our mathematics curriculum and benchmark assessments to meet the Common 
Core State Standards that will reach full implementation during the 2014-2015 school 
year. 

 Increasing student exposure to informational and technical text across all content areas, 
requiring well-reasoned responses that cite textual evidence. 

 Creating a technology cohort of teachers to examine the variety of ways to enhance our 
student’s technology skills and infuse more Web 2.0 tools the teaching and learning 
process.  

 Sharpening our focus on character education through school wide initiatives, such as our 
ROAR program, Persistent Panther awards, and the year-end Rally at the Valley.  

In support of our philosophy of promoting the development of well-rounded students, the 
Orchard Valley staff continued to encourage our students to expand their horizons by getting 
involved in at least one extra-curricular activity. Our philosophy is that a well-rounded student is 
one who participates in clubs or school activities. Community service hours were also earned by 
students who volunteered their time in a variety of ways, including participation in numerous 
community service projects that benefit needy families, veterans, and medically fragile children. 

As we look toward the future, we will continue to see changes taking place at Orchard Valley 
Middle School. We believe we are making the changes that ensure a successful middle school 
experience, preparing our students for the challenges of high school and to compete in the 
increasingly technological and global workplace. We recruit high-caliber professionals whose 
love of middle level education inspires them to utilize innovative teaching strategies and 
practices. We anticipate great results as the entire school community mobilizes our available 
resources to achieve our ambitious goals. 
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